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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 December 2005 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. ^ 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as^to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) £x] Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) &S is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: On line 12 of 
claim 1 , item "3" should be replaced with "(3)". Claims 2-8 feature numerous 
antecedent basis problems. For example lines 12-13 and line 14, "the blade holders" 
and the rolling table" respectively. The claims feature many errors. For example, 3 
different sides are disclosed the "rolling or transport side", "a drive side", and a "rolling 
table side". The claim never distinguishes where each side is relevant to the other 
sides. Also, "a rolling table" is not disclosed, so how can an apparatus have a rolling 
table side without a rolling table? Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by David 
(3,408,886). 

In regards to claims 1 and 2, David discloses a device for exchanging shears 
(Figs. 3-5) in the cutting to length of strips on a rolling table (1 ), the shears (Column 3 
lines 9-13 and 30,31) are arranged on a rail-guided (29) drive carriage (26) is movable 
by means of a drive transverse to the rolling line (Figs. 4 and 5), the shear comprise a 
U-shaped frame open toward the rolling line and closed at a drive side (Fig. 4), at the 
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drive side holding elements (34,35) are provided that support the blade holders (30,31), 
and wherein the drive carriage is coupled to a movable part of the rolling table (Fig. 4). 

In regards to claim 3, David discloses the drive carriage at the rolling table side 
receives at least one clamping element with actuating members (40). 

In regards to claim 4, David discloses the u-shaped open side of the frame has a 
correlated therewith a clamping element (38) coupled with the holding element at the 
rolling table side (39). 

In regards to claim 5, David discloses the clamping element (38) is provided with 
coupling elements (37) that couple with the holding elements of the frame arms (39). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Greinke et al. ('273), Branner et al., and Greinke et al. C620). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Mon - (every other) Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (571 ) 272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the ~% 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. g 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should ^ 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JP 

March 27, 2006 




